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CENTRAL AUSTRALIA RAILWAY

The Central Australia Railway is part of the Common-
wealth Railways system. It consists of 217 miles of standard
gauge railway from Stirling North to Marree, 540 miles of
narrow gauge (3’ 6”) railway from Marree to Alice Springs
and 61 miles of narrow gauge railway from Stirling North
to Hawker.

The State of South Australia built a 3" 6” gauge railway
as far north as Oodnadatta. After control of the railway was
transferred to the Commonwealth, the railway was extended
to Alice Springs in 1929.

The development of the Leigh Creek Coalfield to provide
fuel for the electric power station at Port Augusta was
followed by the construction of a standard gauge railway to
Leigh Creek and Marree. After this was opened to traffic
in 1957, the section of 3’ 6” gauge railway between Hawker
and Marree was closed and dismantled.

At a later date train services between Port Augusta
and Quorn were discontinued. Traffic between Quorn and
Hawker is very limited.

NORTH AUSTRALIA RAILWAY

The Darwin to Pine Creek Railway was constructed under
contract for the South Australian Government. The con-
tractors were permitted to employ Chinese coolie labour, and
in all, some 3000 Chinese worked on the line, the greater
number, seemingly, in 1887.

The contractors began active work in 1887 and the first
section of the railway to Adelaide River was completed in
June, 1888. The railway was extended to Pine Creek, and
taken over by the South Australian Government on Ist
October, 1889. Subsequently, an iron jetty, connected to the
railway, was built at Darwin.

Extension of the railway from Pine Creek to Katherine
River was authorised, and, in 1914 the then Engineer-in-Chief
of Commonwealth Railways was directed to supervise the
building of the line. The work was not let in one big contract
but a system of combined day labour, piecework and small
contract was adopted. Sleepers used were mainly of the steel
girder type. This section of the railway was terminated on
the north bank of the Katherine River, at Emungalan, as it
was decided not to build a bridge over the River at that time.
The railway was opened for public traffic as far as Emungalan
on 13th May, 1917.

From Ist January, 1911, when the railway was transferred
to the Commonwealth until 30th June, 1918, it was operated
and maintained by the Department of External Affairs. It was
placed under the control of the Commonwealth Railways
Commissioner on Ist July, 1918, and has since that date been
operated as a section of the Commonwealth Railways System.

Two further extensions of the railway have been made.
The first from Emungalan to Mataranka, which involved
construction of a high level bridge over the Katherine River,
was completed in 1928, and the second from Mataranka to
Birdum in 1929.

During the Second World War, when a sealed road was
built between Alice Springs and Darwin, better road access
led to the establishment of Larrimah as the effective railhead.
Larrimah is 5 miles north of Birdum.

CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE

CENTRAL AUSTRALIA RAILWAY

15.12.1879
28.6.1880
1.7.1881
22.5.1882
7.2.1884
1.2.1888
1.6.1889

I.11.1889

7.1.1891

LLI9II

111926

21.1.1927

11.8.1927

23.12.1928
2.8.1929

Section Port Augusta-Quorn opened for traffic
Section Quorn-Hawker opened for traffic.
Section Hawker-Beltana opened for traffic.
Section Beltana-Farina opened for traffic.

Section Farina-Marree opened for traffic.

Section Marree-Coward Springs opened for traffic.

Section Coward Springs-William Creek opened
for traffic.

Section William Creek-Warrina opened for
traffic.

Section Warrina-Oodnadatta opened for traffic.
Port Augusta~Oodnadatta Railway became pro-
perty of the Commonwealth Government under
the Northern Territory Acceptance Act.
Commonwealth Railways Commissioner assumed
control and operation of the railway.
Construction of section Oodnadatta to WireCreek
commenced by Commonwealth Railways.
Contract let for construction Wire Creek to
Alice Springs.
Section Oodnadatta~Rumbalara opened for traffic.
Section Rumbalara~Alice Springs opened for
traffic.

NORTH AUSTRALIA RAILWAY

1887

1.6.1888
1.10.1889

First section of the Darwin-Pine Creek Railway

was constructed under contract for the South
Australian Government.

Darwin-Adelaide River section opened for traffic.

Railway extended to Pine Creek and taken over
by the South Australian Government.

Railway transferred to Commonwealth by the
State of South Australia on Ist January, 1911,
under the terms of the Northern Territory
Acceptance Act, 1910. Railway operated by
Department of External Affairs,

15.12.1949

15.12.1950

24.5.1951

5.7.1951

27.8.1951

4.7.1952

1111952

12.11.1954

28.5.1955
17.5.1956
29.6.1957

1913

13.5.1917

L.7.1918

1.7.1928
4.9.1929

Commonwealth Railways Commissioner recom-
mended to the Government that; in view of the
extent of the coal traffic to be handled, and the
inadequacy of the existing narrow gauge railway
to transport it, with other ordinary essential
traffic, a standard gauge railway be constructed
between Stirling North and the Leigh Creek
Coalfields, and that standard gauge be later
extended to Marree.

Royal Assent given to ‘‘Brachina to Leigh Creek
North Coalfields Railway Act 1950,

Royal Commission appointed to enquire into rela-
tive merits of proposed routes between Stirling
North and Brachina.

Royal Commission commenced investigation.

Work commenced on Brachina-Coalfields section.

Royal Commission reported, recommending route
proposed by Commonwealth for section Stirling
North to Brachina.

Royal Assent given ‘“‘Stirling North to Brachina
Railway Act 1952".

Royal Assent given to ‘““Leigh Creek Coalfield to
Marree Railway Act 1954,

Railhead reach Brachina.

Railhead reached Telford (Leigh Creek Coalfields).

Railhead reached Marree.

Pine Creek-Katherine River Railway Act author-
ised a further extension of the line to Katherine
River.

Railway extended to Emungalan on the north
bank of the Katherine River and opened to
public traffic.

Railway transferred to the control of the Com-
monwealth Railways Commissioner.

Railway extended to Mataranka.

Mataranka-Birdum section completed and opened
for traffic.
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o War Graves Cemetery H
HILLY COUNTRY
PATCHES OF BAMBOO
WELL GRASSED
SEMI TROPICAL

, o0Of ® TROPICAL VEGETATION

; PACAN MONSOONAL CLIMATE
i © M ice PFLAT TIMBERED COUNTRY.
/:L; PN, URANIUM. COPPER LEAD

Uranjum
60 eesssencssece

DR

. ADELAIDE RIVER
eeecesce 1666 /C
Extensively cultivated to supply
troops with green vegetables during
2nd World War.

DESERT OAK, MULGA

®essssece popylation of 16,881
Europeans. Named after Scientist Charles
Darwin. Only Port in the Northern
Territory capable of berthing large ships.
Important overseas airway terminal. Rail
Head for the North Australia Railway.
Average rainfall 57 inches a year.

Son this locality is Rum Jungle. a
uranium and copper open cut mine, To
the east, from the 21 mile, is the
Humpty Doo rice project.

FRANCES CREEK

ARNHEM LAND

SIMPSON DESERT

[69% 135 IRON === ELSHILRANA
RONEY =7 Uranium
Named in 1870 by the Overland essseeves W -
Telegraph Party, because of abund- PINE CREEK
ance of Pine Trees in locality. 1597 145 NORTH AUSTRALIA
Old gold mit;’ingN to;:rlé. lnftﬁe
mountains to the North-East cf the
South Alligator River is the Elshirana CULLEN RA“.WAY DARVWIN-BIRDUN
Uranium Mine. 1582 |60 36" GAUGE
EDITH RIVER
1567 |75 e Named by Stuart in honour of the second
/ To the south, on picturesque Roper River, is KATH § daughter of james Chambers, 1862.
. S ’ 1542 200 ERINE® Experimental agricultural
: located the old Elsey Station, the background
1 for Mrs. Gunns immortal story ** We of the /" TINDAL  research center.
</ Never Never "'. The old homestead, falls ’ 1533 209
S | and cemetery are places of historical % FLAT COUNTRY. BELTS
& / interest. eevsegCovoce OF THICK LANCEWOOD AND
b — o . SCATTERED BLOODWOOD.
\l e / 5 . PATCHES OF BULLWADDY
! ’ 5
\
& ! T— WILLEROO of ¢ MATARANKA
Ss( 2 == 1 1478 264
AN 'n 1 s G \
S | RS L\.____a Seee \‘
I - \‘ \, o Terminal station for the transfer
| ' ! R of goods and livestock to the North
// . H o Australia Railway.
i = V1431 31 o -
.’ \‘ ‘\ LA RRI MA H o Named after the wife of Robert C. Patterson
/ \ \ e®"  who was appointed as Supervisor, Telegraph
" " \ 1426 316 BIRDUM gol_vlstruct;'_on IEZI. Thz extension of the
- ] FLAT COUNTRY. BELTS OF ailway from ataranka was completed
VICTORIA RIV. DOWNS -7\ 7 THICK_LANCEWOOD AND Shp e et o L2,
g ~-~~,'\‘ ] SCATTERED BLOODWOOD.
1 /' PATCHES OF BULLWADDY
‘v ’
TOP SPRINGS .1\ 1375 367 DALY WATERS
\ ‘. i 5 g
N oy, Named in honour of Sir Dominick
b (/,9444' o Daly, Governor of South Australia,
\\//,44 <[ 1ssi-1868
\_-~‘q— >
s (\; SANDSTONE RIDGES
e, i SPINIFEX, MALLEE SCRUB
>
~
\
N
~
3
. ‘\
] ©®® Named by Stuart, 1861, after His Grace
NEWCASTLE ..o.‘ Zgleml_)uke O\A'; f‘:ewca}t[e,Secr;ta;)' fzr ;f;e
ies. estern fringe of the Barkly
1296 446 WATE RS Tableland;. ‘Cattlhe from the Ki;(nb:rleys
are moved along the Murranji track through
CATTLE, LIGHTLY GRASSED BeLTs QELLIOT G onn
OF BAUHINIA (BEAN' TREES) 1280 4g; this locality to the Queensland Markets.
=
SEMI DESERT -
g
SANDSTONE RIDGES
SPINIFEX, MALLEE SCRUB Named g after D'I;i Renner, dwhz}
attended to the Medical needs o]
RENNER SPRINGS the Overland Telegraph Party
1224 518 during construction.
- ROCKY HILLS
TERRITORY kg Qo i
SPINIFEX o
STUART MEMORIAL 44,
Population 34,253 excluding 475"
aborigines. RIAL
Aborigines 19,704 (mainly on NN MEMO
reserves). OHN FLY! '?10(
Area: 523,600 square miles. ROAD JUNCTION Q%
Old Overland Telegraph R Stati i g quf- ?
verland Telegraph Repeater Station. U
Copper and Gold Mining area. Peko Mine ' TEN NANT CREEK .'Peko Mine Gold (}-
It;cnted in the vicinity. About 30,000 t;ns i124 618 o Nobles Nob o‘;
of copper concentrates moved to Port i Co, Cx
Augusta each year for shipment overseos. Merloo Mine pper ) ‘91”
Sixteen miles north of the township at the 7,
Junction of Barkly Highway stands Flypn : ~
Memorial. Churchill's Head, an outcrop A _peculiar outcrop
of rock aptly named by the troops during of granite rocks
the last war, may be seen 35 miles further DEVILS MARBLES o j .
north. -
WAUCHOPE
£
&" THICK BELTS OF MULGA
\(32~ SPINIFEX
R
MILES FROM PT. PIRIE JUNCTION SHOWN RED FIGURES Q@'
A
MILES FROM DARWIN SHOWN GREEN FIGURES (55 Named by Stuart after J. H. Barrow,
South Australian Member of Parlia-
rgentl. ‘I’nfthe vicinitly is t’:m old
verland fortlike telegraph re -
::6'"7?6“, CRERS peater station. Central Mount
Stuart is located about 39 miles to
the South West, the geographical
CENTRAL MT. STUART center of the Continent.
TEA TREE WELL
TODD PLAIN COUNTRY
- AILERON LIGHTLY TIMBERED
SSESLL GUMS GREVILLEA,
""""" 2 SOUTHERN IRONWOOD
\~“‘-~__~ Originally named ‘* STUART ". Name
oS c?anged tg glics Sprinas' afters the aper;ing
Sy of the odnadatta—Alice Springs line
MACDONEE“- August, 1929. Terminal of the Central
i Australia Railway. Tourist center and
ALICE T MNGES’ Holiday Resort.  Freight is transferred
el to road vehicles for delivery in the Northern
| HERMANNSBURG MISSIQN A SBR]_NG_S ) sesene .o“-‘.‘o_ Tefri!o:y._ VYgsterq Queensland and Darwin. 1
809 933 TR '
(981) EWANINGA =N
- 790 943 e 7
(961) S f?f/c‘ A
5y f Z’COR
OORAMINNA 768 964 ma
DEEPWELL {240}
761 98I
AYERS ROCK (933) RODINGA 747 995
(918)
°
BUNDOOMA 721 02/
(893)
MT. SQUIRE 69 [04¢
Aboriginal wgrd g R,’(INBOW ".CCr;nicaI (868)
BN, 20uy Hill to the East is known as Coulson's
"\Af’i"o/i,, = Peak and or Maiden's Breast. LAA 4 RUMBALARA 687 1055
Lo~ Norep,,, (859)
SRS E”/'to

CATTLE, SANDHILLS o Named after

William Finke, one of the

= \o-’i’biu 667 1075 FINKEe patrons of John * McDouall Stuart, the
: ~. (839 Explorer. Prior to construction of the
s \'\.\ ) o Bridge, railsdwere p;_aced on hCreek bid
‘. resulting in delays of up to three weeks
ﬂ:zk”e’g l,’(’ \'D\".J:FIELD (819) when river in flood. Simpson desert
erected 7,:", sides 63" St commences immediately North of Finke
of line. !10s _ River. !
g ;
Aboriginal word ‘* SNAKE TRACKS " eeeeeccece ABMINGA \'\.\ g
625 1117 = /
(796) = = e ./
CENTRAL AUSTRALIA RAILWAY IBEFNGA 1 e e '
(774) e T /
PORT PIRIE JUNCT.—MARREE 4’ 8}" GAUGE PEDIRKA o \j
MARREE—ALICE SPRINGS 3’ 6" GAUGE 582 1160 Soae
(754)
MT. SARAH 560 (52
(732)
Mileage in brackets is that from Adelaide on old ALBERGA 542 1200
railway route via Terowie, Quorn and Marree and is 713)
that exhibited on Mile posts North of Marree.
‘ Aboriginal word “UTMADATA”, blossom of
o o DSE AlZD%ATTA. the mulga. Name selected by Sir Samuel Way..
T MT. DUTTON (688) Derived from WARRINER after
S o U H 49 > Thomas Warriner of BABBAGE'S
d 11251 4 exploration party 1858. “TAN
(663) ALGEBUCKINA ..' BARK’’ Mulga grows along a Creek
A BRIDGE °® located at the 466 mile, and is the
o’ only known specie of this tree.
462 1280 o** Its bark is shed annually leaving
(633) WARRINA the trunk a gleaming tan.

Fettlers camp. Watering point for

trains. Water obtained from fresh : 451 1291

water well in the Creek. see (623) g (32
Named after the Hon. H. B. T. Strangways, BOX CREEK (593
who was instrumental in inducing the South COOBER PEDY . + o
Australian Parliament to agree to the Opals 411 133 ANNA CREEK 395 1347
construction of the overland telegraph line. (583) (566)

On top of knoll to the west can be seen re-
mains of staging camp used during con-
struction of overland telegraph line. Here
a party of men, women and children were
speared by natives. Water flows from a
number of springs at crest.

Named by Stuart after a son of
John Chambers,|858. : eeqo
PATCHES OF SALT

To the East is Lake Eyre, the SPRINGS

largest salt lake in the Com';-non- (543) 372 1370
wealth. Mound springs which are
70 2, formed by the edge of the artesian ®® ‘5:2OIWA“DI ;}P}RINGS
Rz basin meeting the surface of the (521) 349
ground are found in this area. e 332

LR YY R XA d
The aboriginal name for

FLAT TOP RESIDUALS ‘
EDWARDS CREE

1410 CURDIMURKA
504)

Originally located on the old narrow gauge

WILLIAM
CREEK

BUSH
000000000000 000000000000eoSTRANGWAYS@ GIBBER PINS ¢

inity, ‘* MARINA

July, 1957

Artesian Basin.

lace of many opossums.
station from Standard to Narrow
. gauge New Standard Gauge Stirling
North Marree opened
Cattle

Birdsville track are entrained here
for the Southern Markets. Southern
‘Fringe of the Great

original name for springs in the

or MARI" a
Transfer

or traffic
from the

Australian

. 7}54 the mythical monsters  |ine, which the Stirling North-Marree
'VJ' supposed to have inhabited  Standard gauge replaced. Old Beltana 269 1473
4(/: Lake Eyre. Station and township is about 6 miles to (441)
Iﬁﬁq the East, and it was from there, that Flynn MARREE .
4, of the Inland, began his work with the oo WITCHELINA 253 1489
ﬁ4/ élujtralLan Inland Mé'ssi:n.r Sir Thl}m:s
er, having imported the first camels to
(h,'f}' South Australia, took them to Beltana and 237 1505 WM FARINA ¢

subsequently provided the Giles Explor-

ation Party with their camel string.

Known as Telford, when
Railway was owned by the
State of South Australia.
Leigh Creek Coalfields and
township in the vicinity.
About 2 million tons of
coal a year is hauled by
double-headed diesel loco-
motives to the Thomas
Playford Power Station at
Port Augusta.

Looking East formation of
the Ranges resembles a
woman’s  head and s
named St. Mary's Head.
Part of this formation is
in Wilpena Pound—a well

grade talc mined

- Range 50 Miles East.

eev0eceedoe 000009000009 0000 09

Named after a sheep
Station in the vicinity. o
®eceo

Aboriginal name given to a river
with steep banks and stony bed.

The Railway line crosses
Moralana Creek immedi-
ately north of this siding.
Moralana Homestead to

known  holiday resort in the east
the Flinders Range . e ;:v....la:n:e .af:e.r.tﬁe‘zgt;;ena sssodecee
14 Homestead.

RANGES

Name of pastoral property §%
in the District.

Commonweaith Railways operations a3
centre and workshops.  Situated
at the Northern tip of Spencer

Gulf. To the South can be seen

the Thomas Playford Power Station.

Population 10,000. eesssesscese PT. AU SGG L{ (sg;rA
On the Eastern side be- :
side the main highway is SHEEP
Morgan Whyalla water
pipe line. Water. con- $S*esesensvess 3T 705
veyed from the Murra
River to Port Augustay, WHYALLA

Whyalla and Woomera.

To the West can be seen the pier, goeeoese
which is about a mile long.

Windjammers loaded from this pier
late in the last century with
wheat, conveyed by wagons through
he passes of the Flinders Range .

5
B t

TS

Rail loading point for highe
at
Mount Fitton in_ Flinders o

X 221 1521
e LYNDHURST

208 1534

NILPENA |67

+s @FBRACHINA (43
EMUS, RABBITS
MORALANA 27
COTABENA !4 '°%f

NEUROODLA 03

&

1639

WILKATANA 78 (64 gwealth

COPLEY 20|

BELTANA 177

1615

Named by Governor Jer-
vois. Contraction of
FARINACEOUS. Orginally
named Government Gums.

SALTBUSH

154

1565

1575

SHEEP, KANGAROOS
PARACHILNA |57

FLINDERS RANGE TO THE EAST

1585

1599

YADLAMALKA 90 155 Junction of the Common-
Railways

East-

1 e West and North-South
EMEROO ¢5 [°77., (€90 @ Services.  Here 100 De-
52 1590 G partmental residences

WINNINOWIE 43 (699

NECTAR BROOK
AGRICULTURE
MAMBRAY CK. 27 [//5e

WHEAT ~ East.

PT. GERMEIN <
SHEEP

15 1727

PT. PIRIE
JUNC. "¢

Passenger and freigh: transfer terminal for
the Trans-Australian and Central Australia
Railways. Located on Spencer Gulf.
Second largest Port in South Australia
Broken Hill ore, smelted and shipped
through the Port. One of the few places in
the world where the main lines of three
different gauges converge. Population
14,000

ADELAIDE

STIRLING NTH ® house only railway staff.

BAROOTA 2| /72| ese oFlinders Rangé to the the

® e e Agricultural district. Large
pea-growing area.





